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Arturo

Dear Neighbors of the International House

My name is Arturo and I am an engineer from
Paraguay, South America, who came to Japan to
follow my postgraduate studies at Geidai,
researching recording techniques and sound.

There are no words to express all the good times I spent in the dorm and
the neighborhood. Just a little walk near Akashia park or near the
Sakagawa river after a hard day of studying gave me the energy back to
finish my day in a happy way. So beautiful view, all the people exercising
or walking their dogs, children playing, it is a truly lovely experience. I' ll
miss this neighborhood, its people, and everything that made it so
beautiful.

Even if we couldn’t meet I felt the warmness of this place just living
here and I hope it will continue like this for a long timel!!

Thanks for all the kindness!
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Dan

It took me two weeks before I figured out my
ways around Shin-Matsudo. I remember coming
home at night, after class, and always taking the
wrong turn from the station - either a block too
early or late. I have always relied on my digital
map to avoid that mistake, so I missed out
“seeing” the neighborhood for real.

After 10 months, I can now say that I have aimlessly walked around the
area and was able to appreciate its peculiarity of being friendly yet aloof.
I have shared some glances, few smiles, and hesitant #&# with neighbors
both human and non-humans. I may not be able to really meet and get to
know anyone, but I am sure that I felt warm, safe and at home in this
place. With that, I am thankful!

Looking forward in visiting Shin-Matsudo again and walking along my
favorite riversides but hopefully with more than just plain smiles and
glances but laughter and probably real &i& with the residents.

Thank you so much and 7z1a !
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Johan-Eerik Kolar

Dear neighbors of the Tokyo Geidai International
House!

I’m Johan-Eerik Kolar, a pianist from Estonia
studying in Tokyo Geidai. I’ ve been living in the
International House since the end of March 2021.

Before arriving at Minami-Nagareyama station for the first time with all
of my luggage, I had no idea what to expect. As I was walking towards the
dormitory for the first time, my spirits rose. The neighborhood
immediately charmed me - the quiet streets, children playing in those
streets, the beautiful houses, the small parks (I can see Akashia park
right from my room window). I fell in love and couldn’t believe my luck -
that by happy chance, I had made the decision to move here. I' ve always
hoped to live in a tranquil suburban area like this.

Dear neighbors, even though I didn’t get a chance to personally get
acquainted with you, it was always nice to see you in the streets, I had
only pleasant encounters. Your vital activities outside raised my spirits
and calmed my heart. It was refreshing to see that even during a
pandemic, when many people are spending most of their time inside
feeling grumpy, a lot of young Japanese families were happily spending
time outdoors, playing tennis in the streets or enjoying the nice weather
in one of the lovely parks.

Thank you to the amazing Mr. Nakajima, our dorm manager; to Chui Chui-
san (even if that’ s not her actual name), the tireless helper who keeps
the building sparkly clean; to our always helpful dorm tutors Saki and
Dohyeon; and to my lovely friends Dan, Aliwen, Arturo, Sareena, Kristyna
and Angus - you were all amazing. Much love, wherever your future paths
take you!

And thank you, dear neighbors, for making this neighborhood the lovely
space it is.
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